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SARAH M. CLEVF.IAND 

"Times & Seasons," Vol. U, May 1, 1QU3, 
p. 187, states that she was leaving Nauvoo 
with her husband because his business had 
not paid. 

Only statement I find is in the Nauvoo 
Record of Jan., I8I46, sealed for eternity 
to Joseph Smith, and sealed for time to 
John Smith. 
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L(yman) 0. Littlef ield, Esq., 

Dear Sir:- Your letter of rio d&te directed to E. H. Gurley 
(my brother) at Lamoni, Iowa, was forwarded to me for reply. I 
enclose you herewith a copy of Mr. Soby's affidavit a£ directed by 
him and requested by you in said letter. The account of my V?isit 
to Mr. Soby as given in the Ogden Herald, Jan. 5, 1886, contained 
in your tract on "Celestial Marriage," is in error relative to the 
facts. 1st Joseph Smith, of Lamoni, la. had nothing to do with the 
matter in anv sense whatsoever, being entirely ignorant of it until 
after I obtained the affidavit. 2nd I did not present any 
affidavit to Mr. Soby but this one w ,ich he signed, 4 neither did he 
refused' to sign any which I offered him, as thffis was the only one 
Offered him for signature. 3rd I did notfcretire rather crestfallen 
(because I did not receive his proffered affidavit ), but retired 
with his affidavit in my pocket, believing that the old man spoke 
^he truth, of which I am now fu.-ly convinced, and it was the facts 
in the case, so far as Mr. Soby knew them, which I was after, 
willing to know the worst and to provide therefore. You state that 
you would like my "views upon the question," &c, whi'ch to give in 
lull would require far more labor than is possible to p^ace in an 
ordinarv letter; but from ail evidence in my possession (some of 
which I regard as far more positive and direct than Mr. Spby's) and 
from all the information I have been able to gather upon this 
question of Josenh Smith's complicity in polygamy, I am free to say 
before God and man, I believe him guilty. I believe that he received 
the revelation on polygamy; that he was deceived and that he deceived 
the church, and todav would ask God and the world to forgive him 
if he could speak. In this statement I recognize, the inexorable law 
repentance, the only one by which an individual can befflured of sin. 
I discover in this and other revelations, principles and doctrines 
at war with the teachings of Christ, which fact, as I view it, 
has led me, in company with Elder J. W. Briggs, my mother, my wife, 
and my brother Edwin H. and wife, to reject the revelations of Joseph 
Smith as a rule of faith and practice, and to withdraw our membership 
from the Reorganized Church. I believe in the Gospel as taught by 
the Savior and the original witnesses, and deny the right of Joseph 
Smith or any other man or angel to add a codicil to the last will 
and testament of Christ. Believing this to have been done, I 
make bold in saying that while I have hitherto opposed polygamy - 
o-oenly and fairlv and shall so continue to do, I am determined that 
I will not fcnowingly make the Mormons of Utah the scape goats of 
Joseph Smith's errors. 

Very truly yours, for truth and right, 



Z. H. Gurley. 



Pleasanton, la./ April 15, 1886. 

Taken from the" Utah State Journal" June 5, 1886. 



ZINA D. HUNTINGTON 

"Times & Seasons, 11 Vol 2, p. 37 U, sti 
Henry B. Jacobs married to Mrs. Zina D. 
Huntington March 7, l8hl. 

In her own affidavit she says she was 
married or sealed to the Prophet Joseph 
Oct. 27, 181a. 












■3 <^^i 





& i2jMfr&f/-J^^a&^(£e> Tkte^&f d£~J?£ 



<0 









iT^~ /<fa^^tS>H^> tf, O^cl </A7 oUc&jr <p?ouu&^OU/MJo 



0k -i^JfiMf 












J l^tX-C^ tfl*. ~7^U» 





■^ Ct ^— a ^^^^ CP /<U- ^-eZoilc<.^ ^^r>-^ 



















— - — ; - 










• 

















■' -y^. ,, • ■ •'• r '. i- -. : : ■< '■■!y-''V \ V./' , __t-lkj 






■ 






1. ' ' I* JJ ' " " '- '•'j 


f ~ V 












I i 




A 






■ i 




[ fc ^ 








a 1 /^ft^v^Ci 



t 





^7 Cl jH^^^ 





9 








*S tax*. 



s 



-V^<tW/^cf (Ml 







■ft> W 



ft -13. f^QfL/ 






0 WWz)vYV^„ f ; 




tile in ant for San Hornarimo Ctuntg, * 
Stat* of California. 






1 | J* \ 
i 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



State of California 



County of San Bernardino. 



ss. 



Joseph. A, Kelting, "being first duly sworn, 

m 





says, I was loom October 13th, 1811, at 

and my present residence is Colton, San Bernardino County, 
(falif ornia. 

I first knew Joseph Smith, the Prophet, in Ohio, I once 
ailed upon him afterwards at his residence in Nauvoo, Illinois, 
?,nd told him I wanted a private interview. We walked up stairs 
ogether. His wife, Emma, was down stairs, and he did not wish 
her to hear what we were going to talk about. 

We went into the front room, and he locked the door. I 
1 old him- it was mooted about that he was teaching plural marriage 
snd asked him the question, "Are you mooting plural marriage?" 
His answer was, " cannot answer you, as you are "both a 
lawyer and sheriff of Hancock County, and it might militate 
against you as an officer as well as against us." 

I said, "Joseph, whatever you tell me as your friend is 
safe; I came here to find this out, and I assure you upon the 
square (and we were "both Masons) it shall never injure you in 
any shape. " 

"I did moot plural marriage," said the Prophet. 
"Did you have a revelation to teach this?" I asked. 
"I did, " he answered. 

"Have you more than one wife sealed to you "by this author- 
ity, " I asked. 

"I have, " said he. . 

After giving me this information, he referred me to Brighaii. 
Young if I wanted any more on this subject, Brigham seeming to 
be the man he trusted most with this matter, and was putting 
him to the front. 

The Prophet assured me that the revelation was at author- 



itative and binding as any revelation given through him up to 
that time; and, in fact, that it was paramount to all the rest 

William Law was once his right hand man, hut he aspota- 
tized "because of this principle. He -.old me on one occasion 
that he left the Church because, said he, "I had only one wife 
and could obtain no more, but yet to gain eternal life one 
must have half a score?" Joseph on the other hand, said he, 
"could cast his snares around and gather in Snow- birds, 
Partridges and ITaghtingales , " meaning by this, girls whom he 
had married whose names were indicated by the names of these 
birds. 

Joseph stuck to plural marriage to his death. Emma Smith 
to my own personal knowledge, promised to stand by Joseph on 
this question of polygamy, but she failed to keep faith with 
her promise. 

Joseph Smith was a mighty man and borrowed from no one; 
he was original and inspiring in his talk. 

I was his attorney at Carthage, and while I went to Nau- 
voo to get a little evidence he was killed in cold blood. 

The mob was afraid of Joseph and they killed him, as they 
did Hyrum, because they were afraid of their- inf lue^tre^ 





Subscribed and sworn to before $e this //-fg 




day of 



^L^ XL444^MA, . 1903. 




Notary public. 



•MHdfbrtba 
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UNITED STATES OP AMERICA, 
State of Utah 
County of Salt Lake 

LtTCY WALKER SMITH KIMBALL, "being 

first duly sworn, says: 

I was a plural wife of the Prophet Joseph. Smith, and was 
married for time and eternity in Nauvoo, State of Illinois, on 
the first day of May, 1843, by Elder William Clayton. The 
Prophet was then living with his first wife, Enana Smith, and I 
know that she gave her consent to the marriage of at least four 
women to her husband as plural wives, and that she was well 
aware that he associated and cohabited with them as wives. The 
names of those women are Eliza and Emily Partridge, and Maria and 
Sarah Lawrence, all of whom knew that I too was his wife. 

When the Prophet Joseph Smith first mentioned the prin- 
ciple of plural marriage to me I felt indignant and so expressed 
myself to him, because my feelings and education were averse to 
anything of that nature. Put he assured me that this doctrine had 
been revealed to him of the Lord, and that I was entitled to 
receive a testimony of its divine origin for myself. He coun- 
selled me "to pray to the Lord, which I did, and thereupon re- 
ceived from him a powerful and irresistible testimony of the 
truthfulness and divinity of plural marriage, which testimony 
has abided with me ever since. 

On the 8th day of February, 1845, I was married for time .. 
to President Heher C.Kimball, and bore to him nine children"; 
And in this connection allow me to say to his everlasting credit, 
that during the whole of my married life with him he never 
failed to regard me as the wife for eternity of his devoted 
friend, the Prophet Joseph Smith. 



Bubscribed and sworn to before~me 

_. f ^y of^W**/^6/ 1902 



\ /ft 



'~J U6ta/y Public, 



My Commission Expires, 
Aug. fith, 1905. 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 



State of Utah 



County of Salt Lake 



LUCY WALKER SMITH KIMBALL, being 



first duly sworn, says: 

I was a plural wife of the Prophet Joseph. Smith, and was 
itjHried for time and eternity in Nauvoo, State of Illinois, cn 

first day of May, 1843, hy Elder William Clayton. The 
Prophet was then living with his first wife, Emma Smith, and I 
know that she gave her consent to the marriage of at least four 
women to her husband as plural wires, and that she was well 
aware that he associated and cohabited with them as wives. The 
names of those women are Eliza and Emily Partridge, and Maria and 
Sarah Lawrence, all of whom knew that I too was his wife. 



When the Prophet Joseph Smith first mentioned the prin- 
:iple of plural marriage to me I felt indignant and so expressed 
nyself to him, because my feelings and education were averse to 
anything of that nature. Put he assured me that this doctrine had 
seen revealed to. him of the Lord, and that I was entitled to 
-eceive a testimony of its divine origin for myself. He coun- 
selled me to pray to the Lord, which I did, and thereupon re- 
vived from him a powerful and irresistible testimony of the 
;ruthfulness and divinity of plural marriage, which testimony 
: :as abided with me ever since. 

On the 8th day of February, 1845, I was married for time 
o President Heber C.Kimball, and bore to him nine children - ; 
Jid in this connection allow me to say to his everlasting credit, 
nat during the whole of my married life with hiw he never 

. ailed to regard me as the wife for eternity of his devoted 

: riend, the Prophet Joseph Smith. 



c^c^ faaJsLr uCjyt- j&+*U*4r. 



ubscribed and sworn to before me 




Iff Commfeslcn Eipfo^s, 
Ang.<5th, 1905. 
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Explanation: 

Bro. Penrose remarked last week that he was going to write 
an article in the Deseret News on Succession to the Presidency in 
answer to a communication on that subject which. had t'hen just ap- 
peared in the Tribune over the signature of Frederick M. Smith, 
and I told him that John ¥. Rigdon had that same day submitted to 
me material for an affidavit, to "be made on' th&t subject which I 
was going to have put into typewriting in the morning. The under- 
standing then was that he would write the article basing it on John 
¥. Rigdon' s affidavit. When we copied it we found that it treated 
on the subject of plural marriage as well, and it became a question 
in my mind as to the wisdom of printing the whole affidavit cover- 
ing the point of succession and plural marriage, and it was decided 
not to do so. I therefore got Bro. Rigdon to make two affidavits, 
the one on the subject of succession only, and the other on both 
the points referred to. It was decided to make a slight change from 
his original manuscript in reference to that part «C8 where he gives 
the details of the result of the proposal of marriage made by the 

Prophet Joseph to his sister, Nancy Rigdon. The abbreviated affi- 
davit appeared in the Deseret News on Saturday, July 29th, 1905. 




July 31st, 1905. 
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STATE OP UTAH : 

: ss • 

Qounty of Salt Lake : 

John W. Rigdon, being duly sworn, says: 
am the son of Sidney Rigdon, deceased. Was "born at Mentor, 
jjb the State of Ohio, in the year of 1830, and am now over 
seventy five years of age. My father, Sidney Rigdon, joined 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that year, 
ajnd i± was in ±k 1833 ordained to be Joseph Smith* s first 
counselor, which position he held up to the time Joseph the 
Prophet was killed, at Carthage Jail, in 1844. That Joseph 
Smith and Sidney Rigdon moved from Kirtland, with their fam- 
ilies, -to the State of Missouri, during the winter of 1837, 
out Rigdon did not reach Par West, in the State of Missouri, 
Until the 1st of April, 1838. That during the troubles in 
Missouri, in the year 1838, Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smitji, his 
Drother, Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight and one— ot4*er man, whose 
iame/1 do not now remember, were tal i e4i~-^i.l&fla»yg and imprisoned 
Ln Liberty Jail, about forty miles from the village of Par 
est, in Caldwell CouAty, Missouri, Mik^^^-^ fc^^ i s oner s 

«/ e arreste e) ^, and - they all remained incarcerated i^s^i-d ^ail 



■ ftlw y u 4 «U luro u/ m on ths . That while said Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, 

Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight were prisoners in said Liberty 

A 

Tail, as aforesaid, I, with my mother, wife of Sidney Rigdon, 
:3mma Smith, wife of said Joseph Smith, and Joseph Smith, son 
)f Joseph and Emma Smith, went to see the said prisoners during 
the latter part of the winter of 1838. We all went together 
xi the same carriage and came home together. We stayed at 
iberty Jail with the prisoners three days and then left for 
ome. The story that is being told by some of the members of 
he Reorganized Church at Lamoni, that young Jo 3epji. Smith, 
ow president of the saia church, waa ordained by his father, 
"oseph Smith, to be the leader of the »atd Church o% 2es*us 
hrist of Latter*day Saints after his father's death, is not 



true, for I know that no such ordination took place while we 
were at Liberty Jail; that if any such ordination had taken 
place I most certainly should have known it and remembered it, 
as I was with young Joseph, the Prophet's son, all, the time 
we were there. If Joseph Smith had ordained v his son Joseph 
to he leader of the Church at his death he would have done so 
in a manner that there could have "been no doubt about it. 
Both of his counselors were ttien in prison with him, namely, 
Sidney Rigdon and Hyrum Smith, and it would have "been flm order 
for the Prophet to have called upon them to assist him in such 
an ordination had it taken place, and a record of the same 
made in the Church books, so that all members of the Church 
might have known that such an ordination., had taken place. 
But nothing of the kind appears in the Church books. My 
father and mother lived a good many years after the incarcera- 
tion at Liberty Jail, and I, who lived near my father, never 
heard my father or my mother mention that such an ordination 
ever took place, in Liberty Jail; and as I know myself that so 



such ordination took ^)lace at Liberty Jail, and inasmuch as 
not 

it is claimed that an ordination of this character was be- 
stowed at any other place, therefore I deny it as an untruth 
and a story gotten up by the Reorganized Church for effect. 

Besides all this, if Joseph Smi*th, the President of the 
Reorganized Church was ordained while in Liberty Jail, why did 
he, fourteen years after his father's death, receive an ordi- 
nation under the hands of William Marks , William W. Blair, and 
Zenos H. Gurley? Y/oulcl it not seem that one ordination, 



and that 



ve been by his own father, the 



Ld to teive been bj 



too said 
should 

President of the Church, ^suf f icient? But further, William 
Marks, William W# Blair and Zenos H. Gurley had all been 



excorariunicated.jTrom the^Church of Jesus C 

Saints bef«re they "ordained" young Joseph 
A 

President of the Reorganized Church, and therefore they did 



us Christ of Latter-day 
'oseph Smith to be * 



not have the authority to ordain him. The whole story of his 
being ordained "by anyone having authority to do so is too 
preposterous to "be entertained for a single moment, and should 
be rejected by all who hear such a story mentioned. 

As to the truth of the doctrine of polygamy being intro- 
duced by the Prophet Joseph Smith, deponent further says: 
Joseph Smith was absolute so far as. spiritual matters were 
concerned, and no man would have dared to introduce the doc- 
trine of polygamy or any other new doctrine into the Mormon 
Church at the City of Nauvoo during the years 1843 and 1844, 
or at any other place or time, without first obtaining Joseph 
Smith* s consent. If any one had dared to tfrcyRW have done 
such a thing he would have been brought before the High Council 
and tried, and if proven against him, he would have been ex- 
communicated from the Church, and then that would have ended 
polygamy forever, and would also have ended the man who had 
iared to introduce such a doctrine without the consent of the 
Prophet Joseph. 

And deponent further says: Joseph the Prophet, at the 
dity of Nauvoo, Illinois, some time in the latter part of the 
fear 1843, of the first part of the year 1844, made a proposit- 
ion to my sister, Nancy Rigdon, to become his wife. I& happened 
in this way: Nancy had gone to church, meeting being held in 
a. grove near the temple lofe on which the Mormons were then 
erecting a temple, and an old lady friend who lived alone in- 
cited her to go home with her, which Nancy did. When ■ they 
ot to the house and had taken their bonnets off, the old lady 
egan to talk to her about the new doctrine of polygamy which 
jas then being taught, telling Nancy, during the conversation, 
hat it was a surprise to her when she first heard it, but that 
he had since come to believe it to be true. While they 
ere talking Joseph Smith the Prophet came into the house and 



joined them, and the old lady immediately left the room. It 
was then that Joseph made the proposal of marriage to my 
sister. Nancy flatly refused him, saying if she ever got 
married she would marry a single man or none at all, and there- 
upon took her "bonnet and went home, leaving Joseph at the 
old ladies home. Nancy told father and mother of it. The 
story got out and it "became the talk of the town that Joseph 
had made a proposition to Nancy Rigdon to "become his wife, 
and that she had refused him. A few days after the occurrence 
Joseph Smith came to my father's house and talked the matter 
over with 4;he family, ,mx sister, Mrs. Athalia Robinson also 
"being present^ ^The feelings manifested "by our family on this 
occasion were anything "but "brotherly or sisterly, more espec- 
ially on the part of Nancy, as she felt that she had been in- 



sulted. A day or two later Joseph Smith ret 
house e stpw ae cinff a . , d e odi^ o fr e ^ffA . i&" ' bffi &£Um 



ed Jpo m» father 1 



:t .b9 B€ a.ng a . . doo'ir O' . , fao - ag 4A fc- .. ib fli *& cu 
usefl t Q M be j^Tg^- ^a ■ ■ m a mn> pi j gQdL ^«i f i j M y>w#iwHt 
8]QA0 ^h€Ltid& *^^ there the matter 

ended. After that Joseph Smith sent my father to Pittsburgh, 
Pa., to take charge of a little church that was there, and 
Ebenezer Robinson, who was then the Church printer, or at 
least had been such, as he was the printer of the paper in 
Kirtland, Ohio, and a printer by trade, was to go with him 
to print a paper there, and nine, days before Joseph Smith was 
shot at Carthage we started, reaching Pittsburgh the day before 
he was killed. 

Deponent further says: I have in my possession a paper 
called the Nauvoo Expositor, bearing date, Nauvoo, Illinois, 
Friday, June 7th, 1844, which said paper's printing plant was 
destroyed by the Ci1^ Council at Nauvoci a wight or two af*er 
this Issue .»£ ja^pjsx There 'ffljver was but one issue of thfs 
paper. J6*j|ph "fenitH the Prophet was then mayor of the City of 




of Nauvoo. Shr ni«frift "hnf fir. 

oii^-E^a£j^. ^o y ^ W BUi Wi r Mui»Ly w , O^a te in the afternoon 

#f the day on which the printing o££4<re was destroyed, came 

down Main Street selling this paper, The Nauvoo Expositor, 

snd everyone who could raise five cents bought a copy, In 

thr e e 

ijhat paper the following affidavits appearA^which I re-pro- 




produce her ew i th 
Affidavits: 



"I hereby certify that HyrTum Smith did (in his office) 
ead to me a certain written document which he said was a revela- 
ion from God. He said that he was with Joseph when it was 
deceived. He afterwards gave me the document to read and I 

ook it to my house and read it and showed it to my wife and 
Returned it next day. The revelation (so called) authorized 

ertain men to have more wives than one at a time in this world 
dnd in the world to come. It said this was the law, and com- 
manded Joseph to enter into the law. And also that he should 
dminister to others. Several other items were in the revela- 
ion, supporting the above doctrines. ; 

"Win. Law. 

STATE OE ILLINOIS 
Hancock County. 

I, Robert D. Eoster, certify that the above 
certificate was sworn to before me as true in substanae, this 
ourth day of May, A.D. 1844. Robert D. Eoster, J". P. 

"I certify that I read the revelation referred to in the 
,bove affidavitsof my husband. It sustained in strong terms 
he doctrine of more wives than one at a time in this world 
n.d in the next. It authorized some to have to the number of 
en and set forth that those women who would not allow their 

have more wives that one should be under condemna- 
God. Jane Law. 

and subscribed before me this 4th day of May, A.D. 

Robert D. Eoster, J. P. 



usbands to 
ion before 
Sworn 
1844. 



"To all- whom it may concern: 

Eorasmuch as the public mind 
liath been much agitated by a course of procedure in the Churdh 
<[f Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by a number of persons 
declaring against certain doctrines and practices therein 
among whom I am one) it is but meet that I should give my 
easons at least in part as a cause that hath led me to declare 
yself . In the latter part of the summer of 1843 the Patriarch 

High Council, of which I was a member, 
was a revelation given through the 
Hyrum Smith did essay to read the said 
council that according to his reading 

sealing* 
against all sins save that of 
consenting thereto; 2nd. The doc- 
or marrying virgins; that Dar id 



fyrum Smith did in the 
ntroduce waa/t he said 
rophet, that the said 
je relation in the said 
here was contained the following doctrines: 1st. The 
Ip of persons to eternal life, 
jhedding innocent blood or of 
irine of a plurality of wives 



Ind Solomon had'many wives, yet in this they sinned not, save 
n the matter of Uriah. This revelation with others evidence 
hat the frKXKX±&s aforesaid heresies were taught and prac- 
iced in the Church determined me to leave the office of first 
c ounselor to the President of the Church at Nauvoo , inasmuch 
f # I dared not teach or administer such laws. And further 
deponent saith not." Austin Ccwles. 



» 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Hancock County 



ss 



To all whom it may concern: I hereby cer- 
tify that the above certificate was sworn and subscribed 
"before me, this fourth day of may, 1844* 

Robert D. Poster, J. P." 



Sworn to before me this 
28th day of July, 1905. 




CMf/M fig fifty 








MyOwnialssfofl&pires, 



f 



STATE OP UTAH : 

:s3 

Count; of Salt Lake : 

John W. Rigdon, being duly sworn. sayB: 
I am the son of Sidney Rigdon, deceased. Was "born at Mentor, . 

in the State of Ohio, in the year of 1830, and am now over 
seventy five years of age. My father, Sidney Rigdon, joined 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that year, 
and was in 1833 ordained to be Joseph Smithes first counselor, 
which position he held up to the time Joseph the Prophet was 
killed, at Carthage Jail, in 1844. That Joseph Smith and 
Sidney Rigdon moved from Kirtland, with their families, to 
the State of Missouri, during the winter of 1837, but Rigdon 
did not reach Par West, in the State of Missouri, until the 
1st of April, 1838. That during the troubles in Missouri, 
in the year 1838, Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, his brother, 
Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight and others, whose names I do not 
now remember, were arrested and imprisoned in Liberty Kail, 
about forty miles from the village of Par West, in Caldwell 
County, Missouri, where they all remained incarcerated for 
several months. That while said Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, 
Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight and others were prisoners in said 
Liberty Jail, as aforesaid, I, with my mother, wife of Sidney 
Rigdon, Emma Smith, wife of said Joseph Smith, and Joseph Smith, 
son of Joseph and Emma Smith, went to see the said prisoners 
during the latter part of the winter of 1838. We all went 
together in the. 3ame carriage and came home together. We 
stayed at Liberty Jail with the prisoners three days and then 
left for home. The story that is being told by some of the 
members of the Reorganized Churoh at Lamoni, that young Joseph 
pnith, now president of the said Reorganised Church, was ordain- 
ed by his father, Joseph Smith, to be the leader of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints after his father^ 
ijieath, is not true, for I know that no such ordination took 



a 

place while we were at Liberty Jail* that if any such ordina- 
tion had taken place I moat certainly should have known it 
and remembered it, as I waB with young Joseph, the Prophets 
son, all the time we were there. If Joseph Smith had ordained 
his son Joseph to be the leader of the Church at his death he 
would have done so in a manner that there could have been no 
doubt about it. Both of his counselors were then in prison 
with him, namely, Sidney Rigdon and Hyrum Smith, and it would 
have been in order for the Prophet to have called upon them to 
assist him in such an ordination had it taken place, and a rec- 
ord of the same made in the Church books, so that all members 
of the Church might have known that such an ordination had taker 
place. But nothing of the kind appears in the Church books. 
My father and mother lived a good many years after the incar- 
ceration at Liberty Jail, and I, who lived near my father, 
never heard my father or my mother mention that such an or- 
dination ever took place in Liberty Jailf and as I know myself 
that no such ordination took place at Liberty Jail, and inas- 
much as it is not claimed that an ordination of this character 
was bestowed at any other place, therefore I deny it as an 

untruth and a story gotten up by the Reorganized Church for 

// 

effect. 

i 

Besides all this, if Joseph Smith, the President of the 
Peor^anized Church was ordained while in Liberty Jail, why 
did he, fourteen years after his father's death, receive an 
ordination under the hands of William Marks, William W. Blair, 
and Zenos H. Ourley? Would it not seem that one ordination, 
(and that too said to have been by his own father, the President 
of the Churoh) should have been sufficient? But further, Wm. 
Marks, Wm. W. Blair and Zenos H. Gurley had all been excom- 
municated from the Church of Jbbub Christ of Latter-day Saints 
(excepting William W. Blair, who never belonged to it) 
before they • ordained* young Joeeph to be President of 



of the Reorganised Church, and therefore they did not hare the 
authority to ordain him. The whole story of his "being or- 
dained by anyone having authority to do bo is too preposterous 
to he entertained for a single moment, and should he Rejected 
by all who hear such a story mentioned. 

As to the truth of the doctrine of polygamy being intro- 
duced "by the Prophet Joseph Smith, deponent further says: 
Joseph Smith was absolute so far as spiritual matters were 
concerned, and nc man would have dared to intriduce the doc- 
trine of polygamy. or any other new doctrine into the Mormon 
Church at the City of Nauvoo during the years 1843 and 1844, 
or at any other place or time, without first obtaining Joseph 
Smith's consent. If anyone had dared to have done such a 
thing he would have "been "brought before the High Council 
and tried, and if proven against him, he would have "been ex- 
communicated from the Church, and then that would have ended 
polygamy forever, and would also have ended the man who had 
dared to introduce such a doctrine without the consent of the 
Prophet Joseph* 

And deponent further says: Joseph the Prophet, at the 
City of Kauvoo, Illinois, some time in the latter part of the 
year 1843, or the first part of the year 1844, made a pcppo- 
sition to my sister, Nancy Kigdon, to "become his wife. It 
happened in this way: Nancy had gone to church, meeting "being 
held in a grove near the temple lot on which, the Mormons were 
then erecting a temple, and an old lady friend who lived alone 
invited her to go home with her, which Nancy did. When they 
got to the house and had taken their "bonnets off , the old 
lady began to talk to her about the new doctrine of polygamy 
which was then being taught, telling Nancy, during the conver- 
sation, that it was a surprise to her when she first heard it, 
but that she had since oome to believe it to be true. While 



f 

4 

they were talking Joseph Smith the Prophet oame into the 
house, and joined them, and the old lady immediately left the 
room* It was then that Joseph made the proposal of marriage 
to my sister. Nancy flatly refused him, saying if she ever 
got married she would marry a single man or none at all, 
and thereupon took her bonnet and went home, leaving Joseph 
at the old lady's house. Nancy told father and mother of it. 
The story got out and it became the talk of the town that 
Joseph had made a proposition to Nancy Rigdon to become his 
wife, and that she refused him, A few days after the occur* 
renoe Joseph Smith came to my father's house and talked the 
matter over with the family, my sister, Mrs, Athalia Robinson 
also being present, who is now alive. The feelings manifested 
by otm family on this occasion were anything but brotherly 
or sisterly, more especially on the part of Nancy, as she felt 
that she had been insulted* A day or two later Joseph Smith 
returned to my father's house, when matters were satisfactorily 
adjusted between them, and there the matter ended* After 
that Joseph Smith sent my father to Pittsburgh, Pa*, to take 
charge of a little church that was there, and Bbeneser 
Robinson, who was then the Church printer, or at least had 
been suoh, as he was the printer of the paper in Kirtland 
Ohio, and a printer by trade, was to go with him to print a 
paper there, and nine days before Joseph Smith was shot at 
Carthage we started, reaohing Pittsburgh the day before he 
was killed* 

Deponent further says: I have in my possession a paper 
called the Nauvoo Expositor, bearing date, Nauvoo, Illinois, 
Priday, June 7th, 1844, which said paper's printing plant was 
destroyed by the City Council at Nauvoo a night or two after 
this issue* There never was but one issue of this paper* 
Joseph Smith the Prophet was then mayor of the City of Nauvoo* 



f 
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Late in the afternoon of the day on which the printing plant 
was destroyed, Henry Phelps, a son of W. W. Phelps/ came down 
Main Street selling this paper, The Nauvoo Expositor , and 
everyone who could raise five cents "bought a copy. In that 
paper the three following affidavits appeared, which I re- 
produce herewith. 

Affidavits ; 

"I hereby certify that Hyrum Smith did (in his office) 
read to me a certain written document which he said was a rev- 
elation from God* He said that he was with Joseph when it was 
received. He afterwards gave me the document to read and I 
took it to my house and read it and showed it to my wife and 
returned it the next day. The revelation (so called) author- 
ised certain men to have more wives than one at a time in this 
world and in the world to come. It said this was the law, 
and commanded Joseph to enter into the law. And also that he 
should administer to others. Several other items were in the 
revelation, supporting the above doctrines. 

Wm. Law. 

STATE OOP ILLIHOUS 
Hancock County. 

I, Robert B. Poster, certify that the above 
certificate was sworn to before me as true in substance, this 
fourth day of May, A. D. 1844. Robert D. Poster, J. P. 

*I certify that I read the revelation referred to in the 
above affidavit of my husband. It sustained in strong terms 
the doctrine of more wives than one at a time in this world 
and in the next. It authorized some to have to the number of 
ten, and set forth that those women who would not allow their 
husbands to have more wives than one should be under condemna- 
tion before God. Jane Law 

Sworn and subscribed before me this 4th day of May, A.D. 
1844. Robert D« Poster, J. P. 

•To all whom it may concern: 

Forasmuch as the public mind 
hath been much agitated by a course of procedure in the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by a number of persons 
deolaring against certain doctrines and praotioes therein 
(among whom I am one) it is but meet that I should give my 
reasons at least in part as a cause that hath led me to declare 
myself. In the latter part of the summer of 1843 the Patriarch 
Hyrum Smith did in the High Council, of which I was a member, 
introduce what he said was a revelation given through the 
Prophet, that the said Hyrum Smith did essay to read the said 
revelation in the said oouneiljthat according to his reading 
there was contained the following doctrines: 1st. The sealing 
up of persons to eternal life, against all sins save that of 
shedding innocent blood or of consenting thereto) 2nd. The 
doctrine of a plurality of wives or marrying virgins j that 
David and Solomon had many wives, yet in this they sinned not, 
save in the matter of Uriah. This revelation with others 
evidence that the aforesaid heresies were taught and practiced 
in the Churoh, determined me to leave the offioe of first 
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counselor to the President of the Churdh at Nauvoo, inasmuch 
as I dared not teach or administer such laws* And further 
deponent saith not.* Austin Cowles. 



STAT3 OP ILLINOIS 



:ss 



Hancock County 

To all whom it may oonoern: I hereby 
certify that the above certificate was sworn and subscribed 
before me, this fourth day of May, 1844. 

Robert D. Poster, J". 3^ 




Sworn to before me this 28th day of July, 1905. 



My Commission Expires, 
Aug, 6% 1985. 





Notary Public 
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STATE OP UTAH 
County of Salt LaKe 



88 



John W. Rigdon, being duly sworn, says: 
t am the son of Sidney Rigdon, deceased. Was born at Mentor, 
in the State of Ohio, in the year of 1830, and am now over 
seventy five years of age. My father, Sidney Rigdon, joined 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that year, 
and was in 1853 ordained to be Joseph Smith 1 s first counselor, 
which position he held up to the time Joseph the Prophet was 
killed, at Carthage Jail, in 1844. That Joseph Smith and 
Sidney Rigdon moved from Kirtland, with their families, to 
the State of Missouri, during the winter of 1837, but Rigdon 
did not reach Far West, in the State of Missouri, until the 
1st of April, 1838. That during the troubles in Missouri, 
in the year 1838, Joseph Smith, Hyrura Smith, his brother, 
Sidney Rigdon, Lyman wight and others, whose names I do not 
now remember, were arrested and imprisoned in Liberty Jail, 
about forty miles from the village of Par west, in Caldwell 
County, Missouri, where they all remained incarcerated for 
several months. That while said Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, 
Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight and others were prisoners in said 
Liberty Jail, as aforesaid, I, with my root her, wife of Widney 
Rigdon, Emma Smith, wife of said Joseph Smith, and Joseph Smitji, 
son of Joseph and Emma Smith, went to see the said prisoners 
during the latter part of the winter of 1838. we all went 
together in the same carriage and came home together. We 
stayed at Liberty Jail with the prisoners three days and then 
left for home. The story that is being told by some of the 
members of the Reorganized Church of Lamoni, that young Joseph 
Smith, now president of the said Reorganized Churoh, was ordain- 
ed by his father, Joseph Smith, to be the leader of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints after his father •s 
death, is not true, for I Know that no such ordination too\ 
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place while we were at Liberty Jail; that if any such ordina- 
tion had taken place I moot certainly should have known it 
and remembered it, as I was with young Joseph, the Prophet's 
son, all the time we were there. If Joseph Smith had ordained 
his son Joseph to be leader of the Church at his death he 
would have done so in a manner that there could have been no 
doubt about it* Both of his counselors were then in prison 
with him, namely, Sidney Rigdon and Hyrum Smith, and it would 
have been in order for the Prophet to have called upon them to 
assist him in such an ordination had it taken place, and a recj- 
ord of the same made in the Church books, so that all members 
of the Church might have known that such an ordination had tafcj- 
en place. But nothing of the kind appears in the Church books 
My father and mother lived a good many years after the incar- 
ceration at Liberty Jail, and I, who lived near my father, 
never heard my father or ray mother mention that such an or- 
dination ever took place in Liberty Jail; and as I know myself 
that no such ordination took place at Liberty Jail, and inas- 
much as it is not claimed that an ordination of this character 
was bestowed at any other place, therefore I deny it as an 
untruth and a story gotten up by the Reorganized Church for 
effect* 

Besides all this, if Joseph Smith the President of the 
Reorganized Church was ordained while in Liberty Jail, why 
did he, fourteen years after his father's death, receive an 
ordination under the hands of William Marks, William w. Blair 
and Zenos H. Gurley? would it not seem that one ordination 
(and that too said to have been by his own father, the Pres- 
ident of the Church) should have been sufficient? But further < 
win* Marks, Wra. W. Blair and Zenos H. Ourley had all been ex- 
communicated from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sai).nt 
(except William w. Blair, who never belonged to it) 
before they "ordained* young Joseph to be President 
of the Reorganized Church, and therefore they did not 



I 
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have the authority to ordain him. The whole story of his being 
ordained by anyone having authority to do so is too pre- 
posterous to be entertained for a single moment, and should 
be rejected by all who hear such a story mentioned. 





Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of July, 



1905. 



My Commission Expires, 
Atig. 6% 1985. 




Notary Public 
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STATE OF UTAH 
Count:/ of Salt Lake 
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John W. Rigdon, "being duly sworn, says: 
I am the son of Sidney Rigdon, deceased. Was "born at Mentor, 

in the State of Ohio, in the year of 1830, and am now over 
seventy five years of age. My father, Sidney Rigdon, joined 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that year, x 
and was in 1833 ordained to be Joseph Smith's first counselor, 
which position he held up to the time Joseph the Prophet was 
killed, at Carthage Jail, in 1844. That Joseph Smith and 
Sidney Rigdon moved from Kirtland, with their families, to 
the State of Missouri, during the winter of 1837, but Rigdon 
did not reach Par West, in the State of Missouri, until the 
1st of April, 1838. That during the troubles in Missouri, 
in the year 1838, Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, his brother, 
Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight and others, whose names I do not 
now remember, were arrested and imprisoned in Liberty Bail, 
about forty miles from the village of Par West, in Caldwell 
County, Missouri, where they all remained incarcerated for 
several months. That while said Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, 
Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight and others were prisoners in said 
Liberty Jail, as aforesaid, I, with my mother, wife of Sidney 
Rigdon, Emma Smith, wife of said Joseph Smith, and Joseph Smith, 
son of Joseph and Emma Smith, went to see the said prisoners 
luring the latter part Of the winter of 1838. We all went 
ogether in the same carriage and came home together. We 
tayed at Liberty Jail with the prisoners three days and then 
Left for home. The story that is being told by some of the 
nembers of the Reorganized Church at Lamoni, that young Joseph 
Smith, now president of the said Reorganized Church, was ordain- 
d by his father, Joseph Smith, to be the leader of the 
hurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints after fcLs fJfcnerV 
ath, is not true, for I know that no such ordinattyn took 
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place while we were at Liberty Jail; that if any such ordina- 
tion had taken place I most certainly should have known it 
and remembered it, as I was with young Joseph, the Prophet's 
son, all the time we were there. If Joseph Smith had ordained 
his son Joseph to he the leader of the Church at his death he 
would have done so in a manner that there could have been no 
doubt about it. Both of his counselors were then in prison 
with him, namely, Sidney Rigdon and Hyrum Smith, and it would 
have been in order for the Prophet to have called upon them to 
assist him in such an ordination had it taken place, and a rec- 
ord of the same made in the Church books, so that all members 
of the Church might have known that such an ordination had taken 
place. But nothing of the kin& appears in the Church books. 
My father and mother lived a good many years after the incar- 
ceration at Liberty Jail, and I, who lived near my father, 
never heard my father or my mother mention that such an or- 
dination ever took place in Liberty Jail; and as I know myself 
that no such ordination took place at Liberty Jail, and inas- 
much as it is not claimed that an ordination of this character 
was bestowed at any other place, therefore I deny it as an 
untruth and a story gotten up by the Reorganized Church for 
effect. 

Besides all this, if Joseph Smith, the President of the 
Reorganized Church was ordained while in Liberty Jail, why 
did he, fourteen years after his father's death, receive an 
ordination under the hands of William Marks, William W. Blair, 
and Zenos H. Gurley? Would it not seem that one ordination, 
(and that too said to have been by his own falser, the President 
of the Church) should have been sufficient? But further, Wm. 
Marks, Wm. W. Blair and Zenos K. hurley had all been excom- 
municated fr©J%<(tfie Churdh of Jesus Christ of Lattfir-<^av Saints 
(excepting William W. Bla^r, who nerer beldng^d it) 
before they ''ordained^ you"n.g /os£ph to be Resident of 
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the Reorganized Church, and therefore they did not have the 
authority to ordain him. The whole story of his being or- 
dained "by anyone having authority to do so is too preposterous 
to he entertained for a single moment, a,nd should he Rejected 
"by all who hear such a story mentioned. 

As to the truth of the doctrine of polygamy "being intro- 
duced "by the Prophet Joseph Smith, deponent further says: 
Joseph Smith was absolute so far as spiritual matters were 
concerned, and no man would have dared to intriduce the doc- 
trine of polygamy or any other new doctrine into the Mormon 
Church at the City of Nauvoo during the years 1843 and 1844, 
or at any other place or time, without first obtaining Joseph 
Smithes consent. If anyone had dared to have done such a 
thing he would have been brought before the High Council 
and tried, and if proven against him, he would have been ex- 
communicated from the Church, and then that would have ended 
polygamy forever, and would also have ended the man who had 
dared to introduce such a doctrine without the consent of the 
Prophet Joseph. 

And deponent further says: Joseph the Prophet, at the 
(5ity of Nau^roo, Illinois, some time in the latter part of the 
year 1843, or the first part of the year 1844, made a prppo- 
sition to my sister, Nancy Rigdon, to become his wife. It 
happened in this way: Nancy had gone to church, meeting being 
held in a grove near the temple lot on which the Mormons were 
then erecting a temple, and an old lady friend who live4 alone 
invited her to go home with her, which Nancy did. When they 
[got to the house and had taken their bonnets off-, the old 
lady began to talk to her about the new doctrine of polygamy 
which was then being taught, telling Nancy, during the conver- 
sation, that it was a surprise to her when she first heard it, 

but that she hAd since come to believe it to be true. "While 
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they were talking Joseph Smith the Prophet came into the 
house, and joined them, and the old lady immediately left the 
room. It was then that Joseph made the proposal of marriage 
to my sister, Nancy flatly refused him, saying if she ever 
got married she would marry a single man or none at all, 
and thereupon took her "bonnet and went home, leaving Joseph 
at the old lady's house. Nancy told father and mother of it. 
The story got out and it became the talk of the town that 
Joseph had made a proposition to Nancy Rigdon to "become his 
wife, and that she refused him. A few days after the occur- 
rence Joseph Smith came to my father's house and talked the 
matter over with the family, my sister, Mrs. Athalia Robi$son 
also "being present, who is now alive. The feelings manifested 
"by oun family on this occasion were anything "but "brotherly 
or sisterly, more especially on the part of Nancy, as she fe^t 
that she had "been insulted. A day or two later Joseph Smith 
returned to my father f s house, when matters were satisfactorily 
adjusted "between them, and there the matter ended. After 
that Joseph Smith sent my father to Pittsburgh, Pa., to take 
charge of a little church that was there, and Ehenezer 
Robinson, who was then the Church printer, or at least had 
been such, as he was the printer of the paper in Kirtland 
Ohio, and a printer by trade, was to go with him to print a 
paper there , and nine days before Joseph Smith was sh6t at 
Carthage we started, reaching Pittsburgh the day before he 
was killed. 

Deponent further says: I have in my possession a paper 
called the Nauvoo Expositor, bearing date, Nauvbo, Illinois, 
Friday, June 7th^ 1844, which said paper's printing plant was 
destroyefLHtff the &%ty Coun,oi^ f.^ Nauvoo a night or two after 
this tssilp. There #ever was but o»e issue of this paper. 
Jaseph Smith the Proj^Jaet was then mayor 1 of the City of Nauvoo. 
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Late in the afternoon of the day on which the printing plant 
was destroyed, Henry Phelps, a son of W. W. Phelps/ came down 
Main Street selling this paper, The Nauvoo Expositor, and 
everyone who could raise five cents "bought a copy. In that 
paper the three f ollowing affidavits appeared, which I re- 
produce herewith. 

Affidavits : 

"I here*by certify that Hyrum Smith did (in his office) 
read- to me a certain written document which he said was a rev- 
elation from God. He said that he was with Joseph when it was 
received. He afterwards gave me the document to read and I 
took it to my house and read it and showed it to my wife and 
returned it the next day. The revelation (so called) author- 
ized certain men to have more wives than one at a time in this 
world and in the world to come. It said this was the law, 
and commanded Joseph to enter into the law. And also that he 
should administer to others. Several other items were in the 
revelation, supporting the above doctrines. 

Wm. Law* 

STATE OE ILLINOIS 
Hancock County. 

I, Robert 3>. Poster, certify that the above 
certificate was sworn to before me as true in substance, this 
fourth day of May, ,A. D. 1844. Robert D. Eoster, J*. P. 

"I certify that I read the revelation referred to in the 
above affidavit of my husband. It sustained in strong terms 
the doctrine of more wives than one at a time in this,, world 
and in the next. It authorized some to have to the number of 
ten, and set forth that those women who would not allow their 
husbands to have more wives than one should be under condemna- 
tion before God. Jane Law 

Sworn and subscribed before me this 4th day of May, A.D. 
1844. Robert D. Eoster, J. P. 

"To all whom it may concern: 

Eorasmuch as the public mind 
hath been much agitated by a course of procedure in the Churcla. 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sainta by a number of persons 
declaring against certain doctrines and practices therein 
(among whom I am one) it is but meet that I should give my 
reasons at least in part as a cause that hath led me to declare 
myself. In the latter part of the summer of 1843 the Patriarch 
Hyrum Smith did in the High Council, of which I was a member, 
introduce what he said was a revelation given through the 
Prophet, that the said Hyrum Smith did essay to read the said 
revelation in the said couneiljthat according to his reading 
there was contained the following doctrines: 1st. tfhe sealing 
up of persons to eternal life, against all sins save that of 
shedding innficent blood Or of consenting thereto; 2nd. The 
doctrine of a plurality bf wives or marrying virgins; that 
David and Sdtomon* had many w^ofr * a ty^* ^ n %^ sinned not, 
sa-fre in tne matter of Uriah. Tm!$& revelation with others 
evidence that the aforesaid heresies were taught and praoticej^ 
In the Church, determined me to leave th$ offiee of first 



counselor to the President of the Churdh at Nauvoo, inasmuch 
as I dared not teach or administer such laws. And further 
deponent saith not." Austin Cowles. 



STATE OF ILLINOIS : 

:ss 

Hancock County : 

To all whom it may concern: I here"by 
certify that the above certificate was sworn and subscribed 
before me, this fourth day of May, 1844. 

Robert D. Poster. J. P." 




Sworn to before me this 28th day of July, 1905. 



My Commission Expires, 

Aug. 6% ms. 




c&ndM fete 




Notary Public. 
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AFFIDAVIT. 



f 



State of Utah, ) , 
County of Salt Lake.) 

BA.THSHEBA V. SMITH, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and 

says:- 

I was a resident of Bauvoo, State of Illinois, from 1840 to 
1846. I was married to George A. Smith July 25th, 1841, Elder Bon Car - 
los Smith perf owning t&e ceremony. Hear the close of the year 1843, or 
in the beginning of the year 1844, I received the ordinance of anointing 
in a room in Sister Emma Smith's house, in Hauvoo, and the same d ay, in 
company with my husband, I received my endowments in the ifca$#enro^Sovir 
the Prophet Joseph Smithes store. The endowments were given under the 
direction of the Prophet Joseph Smith, who afterwards gave us ledturea, 
or instructions, in regard to the endowment eeremo&ies. There has been 
no change to my certain knowledge in those ceremonies. They are the 
same today as they were then. A short time after I received my anoint- 
ings I was sealed to my husband, George A. Smith, for time and for eter- 
nity, by President Brigham Young, in the latter* s house, according to 
the plan taught, to my knowledge, by the Prophet Joseph Smiths then I 
was married in 1841, I was married for time, and not for eternity. At 
the time I was anointed in Sister Emma Smith's house, she (Emma smith) 
said in my presence, to me and to others: who were also present upon that 
occasion: "Your husbands are going to take more wives, and if you don't 
consent to it, you must put your foot down and keep it there." Ifuoh 
more was said in regard to plural marriage' at that time by Sister Emma 
Smith, who seemed opposed to the principle. In the year 1840, at a meet- 
ing held at Bauvoo, at which I was present, I heard the Prophet Joseph 
Smith say that the ancient order would be restored as it was in the days 
of Abraham. In the year 1844, a short time before the death of the Pro- 
phet Joseph Smith, it was my privilege to attend a regular prayer circle 
meetin£j^jbnej**ee room over the Prophet's store. There were present 
at this meeting most of the Twelve Apostles, their wives and a number of 
other prominent brethren and their wives. On that occasion the Propfe&t 
arose and spoke at great length, and during his remarks I heard him say 
that he had conferred on the heads of the Twelve Apostles all the keys 
and powers pertaining to the Priesthood, and that upon the heads of the 
Twelve Apostles the burden of the Kingdom rested, and that they would 
have to carry it. 

It has been, and is, necessary for me to make this statement, as 
contrary reports have been circulated as coming from me. Any statements, 
purporting to come from me, that have been made, or that may be made, by 
any party or parties, in opposition, or conflicting with this, my sworn 
statement, are false, as I have never to my knowledge deviated one iota 
from this statement. 




Signed In the presence of: 




* ,£i£* criT>e4 and sworn t0 5«fore me this 19th day of November. 

A* D. 1905. 





AFFIDAVIT. 

State of Utah, ) 

: ss. 

County of Salt Lake. ) 

BATHS HEBA W. SMITH, being, first, duly sworn on oath, deposes and 
says:- I was a resident of Nauvoo, State of Illinois;, from 1840 to 
1846. I was married to George A. Smith July 25th, 1841, Elder Den Carlos 
Smith performing the ceremony. Hear the close of the year 1843 , or in 
the "beginning of the year 1844, I received the ordinance of anointing in 
a room in Sister Emma Smith's house, in Nauvoo, and the same day, in com- 
pany with my husband, I received my endowments in the Lodge room over the 
Prophet Joseph Smith's store. The endowments were given under the direc- 
tion of the Prophet Joseph Smith, who afterwards gave us lectures, or in- 
structions, in regard to the endowment ceremonies. There has been no 
change to my certain knowledge in those ceremonies. They are the same 
today as they were then. A short time after I received my anointings I 
was sealed to my husband, George A. Smith, for time and for eternity, by 
President Brigham Young, in the latter 's house, according to the plan 
taught, to my knowledge, by the Prophet Joseph Smith. When I was married 
in 1841, I was married for time, and not for eternity. At the time I 
was anointed in Sister Emma Smith's home, she (Emma Smith) said in my 
presence, to me and to others who were also present upon that occasion: 
"Your husbands are going to take more wives, and if you don't consent to 
it, you must put your foot down and keep it there." Much more was said 
in regard to plural marriage at that time by Sister Emma Smith, who 
seemed opposed to the principle. i 

It has been, and is, necessary for me to make this statement, as 
contrary reports have been circulated as coming from me. Any statements, 
purporting to come from me, that have been made, or that may be made, by 
any party or parties, in opposition, or conflicting with this, my sworn 
statement, are false, as I have never/ to my knowledge, deviated one iota 
from this statement* 

- - tCc _ j&j „ 

Subscribed and sworn to before me thisT8thday of November, 
A. D. 1903. r At . / ^A^i ' 



ITotary Pub 11 < 
My commission expires June 5th, 1907. 



State of Utah 
County of Salt LaVe 

CATHERINE PHILLIPS SMITH , being 

first duly sworn, says: 

I am the daughter of Thomas Denner and Sarah C-odshall 
Phillips, and was "born in Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, 
on the first day of August, 1819. lly present residence is East 
Jordan, Salt Lake County, Utah, 

I was married to Hyrum Smith, brother of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, as his plural wife, and lived with him as his 
wife . 

The sealing was performed by the Prophet Joseph 
Smith himself in Nauvoo, State of Illinois, in August, 1843, 
in the brick office belonging to my husband, and occupied at the 
time as a dwelling by Brother and Sister^^^^^'Stone , and 
was witnessed by my mother, Sister Stone and her daughter He t tie 

In consequence of the strong feeling manifested at 
the time against plural marriage and those suspected of having 
entered into it, I, with my mother, moved to St. Louis near the 
close of the year, "There I was living when the Prophet Joseph 
and my husband were martyred. 

The purpose of this affidavit is that my testimony 
to the truthfulness and divinity of plural marriage may live 
after I shall have passed away; and in this spirit I commend it 
tc all to whom it may come. 

^a7/ W u^ MUlil^ 9f ( nVL 

7 

Subscribed and sworn to before n.e 
fr&i-s «2ff^* d ay ot i^^uAA^ 190^ 

1/ Notary^Publi.< 



Expires March 30,1904 




rOITKD STATES OF AMERICA 
State of Utah 
County of Salt La v e 

GATHER DTE PHILLIPS SMITH, being 

first duly sworn, says: 

I am the daughter of Thomas Denner and Sarah Godshal 
Phillips, and was bora in Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, 
on the first day of August, 1819. ?.iy present residence is East 
Jordan, Salt Lake County, Utah. 

I was married to Hyruui Smith,, brother of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, as his plural wife, and lived with him as his 
wife . 

The sealing was performed by the Prophet Joseph 
Smith himself in Kauvoo, State of Illinois, in August, 1843, 
in the brick office belonging to my husband, and occupied at th^ 
time as a dwelling by brother and Sister^^^^^Stone ; and 
was witnessed by my mother, Sister Stone and her daughter 'letti^ 

In consequence of the strong feeling manifested at 
the time against plural marriage and those suspected of having 
entered into it, I, with my mother, moved to St. Louis near the 
close of the year, -/here I was living when the Prophet Joseph 
and my husband were martyred. 

The purpose of this affidavit is that my testimony 
to the truthfulness and divinity of plural marriage may live 
after I shall have passed, away; and in this spirit I commend it 
to all to whom it may come. 

Subscribed and sworn to before i*.e 
is 2^$ — " .day of jU^A^y 190& 




ijot^^PUblic 



j My Com mission 
Expires March 30,1904. 
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WILL K APPRECIATED 



Naval Research Laboratory 

ANACOSTIA STATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 



LKS/ 



10 January 1939 



Dear Mrs. Cardon:- 

I am enclosing the message -which Erastus Snow 
had in his diary. I hope you will find it interesting, 
and also that we will have the pleasure of seeing 
you and Mr. Cardon in the near future . 

Sincerely yours, 




Lyman K. Swenson 



Mrs. P.V. Cardon, 

1626 Argonne Place, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. 



Wll L BE APPRECIATED 

Naval Research Laboratory 

ANACOSTIA STATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 



Mrs. P.V. Cardan, 

1626 Argonne Place, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. 




10 January 1939 



Dear Mis. I anion t- 

1 ata enclosing the message which Erastus Snow 
had in his diary. I hope you will find it interesting, 
and also that we will have the pleasure of seeing 
you and Mr* Cardon in the near future* 

6incerely yours, 
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HIHTOIilAN. 



A»DKtW JXNHON, 

Okhou B\ Whtthwt, 
Ana* M. Mdmkr, 
Briohak h. Robbitb, 



L. D. S. Historians Office. 



ASSISTANT*. 



Salt Tjakk City, Utah, 



A COPY OF LEONARD SOBY'S AFFIDAVIT ON CELESTIAL MARRIAGE. 



"Be it remembered that on the 23rd, day of March' in the year 
1886, before me, Joshua W. Roberts, Notary Public for the city of 
Beverly;, county of Burlington, State of New Jersey, Leonard Soby 
of said city county and State was by me duly sworn, and upon his 
oath saith that on or about the 12th day of August, A. D. 1843, I 
was a resident of Nautooo, Hancock county, State of Illinois; and 
being a member of the High Council of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints was present at a meeting of said Council at 
the time here in above stated. Thomas Grover, Alpheus Cutler, 
David Fulmer, William Huntington and others, when Elder Hyrum 
Smith after certain explanations read the Revelation on Celestial 
Marriage. 

I have read and examined carefully, said revelation since 
published in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants of said Church, and 
s?iy to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is the same word for 
word as the revelation then read by Hyrum Smith. 

The deponant says further that the revelation did not originate 
with Brigham Young as some persons have falsely stated, but was 
received by the Prophet Joseph Smith and read in the said High 
Council by his authority, as a revelation to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

When read to this deponent and said High Council, I believed 
it was a revelation from JesUs Christ, and I believe so now.-* 
u ''Leonard Soby/** 

Subscribed and sworn to by the said Leonard Sobv the day and 
year first above written.'' 

v Joshua W. Roberts, 

Witnessed by James H. Hart Notary Public.^ 1 

Samuel Harrison." 
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Bun kerville, Lincoln, Ca.iaev. Sept. 14 th 1905. 

Francis U. Lyiaan. 

Salt, La ka, City. 

Dear Bro;- 

Orange L.Wight says he and Sarah Badfield his second wife 
?/ere naried by his Father at La Crosse Wisconsin,,between the ^fc&a&d 
firist and fifteenth of Jan 1845. 

Yours Respectfuly. Joseph I. Earl, 
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